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Program Directors: 
Jan Oberson - Outreach Services 
Suzie Soman - Early Child Development Services 
Donna Bent - Community Living Services 
 
Your support helps us to meet the growing needs for social programs 
and services of our communities. Please consider making a donation 
to SSCS through 

canadahelps.org 

Charitable BN: 119161107 RR0001.  
Society Number: S14102.  

Since 1978 we have been one of the most impactful charities in the 
Sea to Sky Corridor. We strengthen individuals and build healthier 
communities through an unmatched breadth of programs and            
services that help people of all ages and circumstances. 

 
We support individuals in the Sea to Sky Corridor through more than 
40 social programs and services in four streams. 

Community Living Services  
Lifeskills programs, employment 
programs and supported housing 
for adults with developmental     
disabilities. Developmental,           
therapeutic and behavioural               
support for children and teens 
with additional needs. Services 
help seniors to live independently. 
 
Early Child Development Services 
Childcare, preschool-aged and       
programs for young children and 
their families. 
 

Outreach Services  
Counselling, homeless outreach 
and prevention services, a youth 
centre, family and youth support 
programs, a food bank and an  
employment program.  
 
Housing Services 
Subsidized and affordable     
housing developments Castle 
Rock, Riverstones and                      
Centrepoint Apartments provide 
homes for adults and families for 
all abilities and incomes in 
Squamish. 



OUR MISSION 
With care, consideration and professionalism, we strive to                       
enhance the quality of community life by providing support                   
services to individuals and families. 
 
OUR VISION 
Our vision is for all individuals in the Sea to Sky Corridor to have      
opportunities to grow, develop and lead meaningful lives. We 
want to create communities where everyone can support                    
themselves and one  another. 
 

Board of Directors, Traditional Lands,  
Our Vision & Our Mission 
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2017/2018 Board of Directors 
 

We are governed by an eight-member elected volunteer Board of 
Directors that are inspired by the same values of family, community 
and well-being. The Board provides governance to the organization, 
ensuring we are accountable to our funders, staff, and program                 
participants. 
 
 
President: Shawn Jones 
Vice-President: Britni Troy 
Treasurer: David Sweeney 
Director: Lisa Bjornson 
Director: Tracey Kliesch 
Director: Jen Schorz 
Director: Danielle Searancke 
Director: Mike Young 

 

Traditional Lands 

SSCS acknowledges with gratitude that we are on the unceded                   
traditional territories of the Coast Salish peoples, serving the Sea to 
Sky Corridor of Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) and Lower Stl’atl’imx                    
Nations (Lil’wat, Mt. Currie), Samahquam, Skatin, Xa’xtsa (Douglas) 
and N’Quatqua. 



 

 

Dear friends, 

It is very gratifying to look 
back on the many successes 
of the past 12 months as Sea 
to Sky Community Services                         
celebrates our 40th year. With 
our annual budget now                   
topping more than $9 million, 
the organization is stronger 
than ever and well positioned 
to meet the growing social 
needs in the Sea to Sky                      
corridor. 

After the tremendously                    
successful Capital Campaign 
which raised $1.54 million in 
donations this past fiscal year, 
we were so proud to officially 
move into our beautiful new 
Centrepoint home in 
Squamish on July 24, 2017. 

In another milestone this year, Lois Wynne retired after 37 years as          
executive director. We are so very grateful to her for the incredible 
legacy she leaves to the organization and the community.  

The Board named Jaye Russell as our new executive director in May 
with a mandate to continue to expand our programs and services in 
response to community demand and to diversify SSCS’s sources of 
funding to ensure our long-term financial stability. 

We thank our many community and provincial partners for their                     
unfailing support and commitment.  

And as always, an enormous thank you to the staff and volunteers at 
SSCS who work so hard and make such an enormous contribution to 
building healthy communities in this magnificent region. 
 

Shawn Jones, President, Board of Directors 

Jaye Russell, Executive Director 

Report from the Board Chair & Executive Director 
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Photo: Margo Dent, Karen Millard, Jordan Sturdy, 
Patricia Heintzman and Tracey Kliesch 



 

 

A Beautiful New Home 

Moving into the Centrepoint Building in July 2017 meant moving three               
locations into one. We are now a one-stop-shop for clients to access a 
number of different programs and services and have the resources to 
connect with co-workers sooner to better assist the community.  

Office hours have been extended to be more accessible to the              
community. And the building itself is more physically accessible with a 
wheelchair lift and elevator included as integral part of the design.  

Our child care space is more secure, while still allowing parents and 
caregivers easy access for drop off and pick up. Two community rooms 
are available to be rented by the public and community groups to host 
meetings and small events. A cheerful and airy group meeting room 
hosts our Healthy Pregnancy Outreach Program, Playgroup programs 
and child-minding for other programs like SPARK and Strengthening                    
Families.  

During construction we were able to keep the arched wood frame from 
the original Squamish United Church, built in 1963. The beautiful beams 
have been incorporated into the ceiling of the Eagles’ Nest, home to our 
Adult Lifeskills and Community Access program and along the wall on 
the second floor in our family development office space.  

The Learning Lab has been set up with a generous donation from the 
Squamish Lillooet Regional District for tables and chairs as well as a 
SMART interactive whiteboard for training and presentations. The room is 
available to the public for bookings. 

Subsidized and affordable housing has been made available for an               
additional 36 community members in Centrepoint Apartments. The 32 
new units vary in size from studios, wheelchair accessible studios, one-
bedroom and two-bedroom apartments. The building has been at 100% 
occupancy since July 2017.  

A Beautiful New Home 
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Balanced Finances 

Balanced Finances 

Government 
sources:  
66% 

Other 
sources:  

9% 

Self  
Generated: 
24% 

Outreach 
Services:  
17% 

Housing:  
21% 

Administration 
16% 

Community 
Living:   
28% 

Early Child 
Development: 
19% 

Income: $9,133,137    Expenditure: $8,645,394 

Since 1978, SSCS has invested the equivalent of more than             
$125 million into the Corridor through community programs and         
services and the creation of jobs in the community. 

Over the past 20 years, our organizational income has more than 
quadrupled, from $2.12 million in 1995/96 to $9.13 million in 2017/2018.  

Our funding base has diversified over time: 

· New and expanded government funding for additional                      
programs.  

· The amount of SSCS’s self-generated income has grown                         
significantly over the years, largely from rental income and fees 
for daycare programs.  

· One of SSCS’s financial priorities over the coming years is to                  
increase the amount of unrestricted funding from new corporate 
and foundation donors. 
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For our consolidated financial statements visit: sscs.ca/funding 
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Funding Partners & Donors 

Sea to Sky Community Services Can’t Help Without You 

Our many partners make it possible to provide high quality                    
programs and services to meet the needs of our communities.  

Funding Partners 

Back in Motion 
BC Housing 
Capilano University 
Community Gaming Grant 
Community Living BC 
District of Squamish 
Ministry of Children and  
   Family Development 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
   & Housing 
Public Healthy Agency of Canada 
Resort Municipality of Whistler 
School District No. 48 
United Way of the Lower Mainland 
Vancouver Coastal Health 
Victim Services and 

Anne Carney 
Jade Group Foundation 
John Gordon Autism Foundation 
John Hall 
 

Joseph Segal Family Foundation 
Kindred Construction 
Scotiabank 
Vancouver Foundation 

Donors, $10,000 + 

 
Alpenglow Whistler 
Bank of Montreal 
BC Associations of Farmers’ Markets 
BC Athletics 
Community Foundation of Whistler 
Corporate Electric Ltd. 
Custom Fit Communications 
Dayhu Investments 
Home Depot Canada Foundation 
Neufield Farms 
North Shore Community Resources 
Pemberton Women’s Institute 

Race and Company LLP 
Rainbow Unicorn Farm 
Restaurant Association of Whistler 
Rotary Club of Squamish 
Sea to Sky Potters Guild 
SPARC BC 
Squamish Helping Hands 
Valhalla Pure Outfitters 
Vancity 
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation 
Whistler Multicultural Festival 

Donor Groups and Businesses 

And thank you to all of our community and individual donors as well as 
the donors to our Capital Campaign. 



 

 

Individuals Served & Creating Community Jobs 
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Community 
Living 
19% 

Outreach 
Services 

35% 

Early Child         
Development           
38% 

Housing 
8% 

Through our Social Enterprise                                                                                     
initiative, personalized in-house jobs have been created which           
include the weekly Coffee Service, Toy Clean-up, Laundry, and 
Mail Service. The Snack Shack has been expanded to include a 
daily mobile component offering fresh fruit and veggies, popcorn 
and treats. The Muffin Club continues to offer weekly homemade 
muffins and has more than doubled the volume to match the    
demand. 

Coastal Cooks is our “Teaching Kitchen” program. It is based out 
of our new commercial kitchen at Centrepoint and is available for 
adults with developmental disabilities who have some cooking 
experience. This group serves up weekly staff lunches, monthly 
board lunches and special events in-house as well as monthly                
dinners for seniors at The Manor.  

Individuals Served 

This past year our programs 
helped more than 4100                   
people of all ages and                  
circumstances to build their 
skills, abilities, confidence,                                          
self-worth and mental                   
health—an 11% increase     
over last year. 



 

 

Helping Seniors Thrive & Sparking Imaginations 
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One of our biggest successes this year was                                                   
the addition of Better at Home                  
services to the Southern Stl’atl’imx                    
communities. The remote location of 
these communities can be challenging in 
offering service and the community                   
members are often very isolated. The                   
addition of the Better at Home program 
has not only provided supports and                      
services to the elders in the communities 
but has also provided jobs for other                                                                     
community members.  

Your support and    
services have worked 

for me. I've come a 
long way with your 

program! 

“ “ 
Photo by: Crystal Brown Photography 

Helping  
Seniors  
Thrive 

 
 
The caregivers are 
so creative in               
coming up with new 
crafts and games 
for the group so all 
can participate 

“ “ 

Sparking Imaginations 

Introduced just last year, our SPARK                                                               
program (Supporting Parents Along the Road                          
to Kindergarten) experienced a 32% increase                                                

in registration and a 52% in attendance with                                                
287 families attending SPARK sessions over                                                         

a 6-month period, compared to                                                                       
the previous 6 months. 

And as part of the Infant Development program                                          
we were excited to offer a 5-week infant                                       

massage program this past spring. 



 

 

Reaching Out to the Community 
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COMMUNITY LIVING 
PICTURE 

Reaching Out to                         
the Community 

More funding meant we could increase our counselling and                   
outreach hours in Squamish and Pemberton and see more clients 
through our Stopping the Violence program. A new part-time                      
outreach counsellor complements our 
Community-Based Victims’ Services 
program. 

A Caring Dad’s facilitator training was 
held for our Family Development staff 
and other professionals in the Sea to 
Sky Corridor.  

This training has qualified our staff to 
offer a 17-week program for fathers in 
homes where there has been domestic 
abuse or violence or are deemed to be 
at high risk of these behaviours.   

The program will be offered free-of-charge this fall in Squamish.  

I really feel heard.             
Our conversations shift             

respectfully when I 
have a request 

“ “ 

For more information, please visit sscs.ca 



 

 

Childhood Development Reaches New Heights 
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Lots of communities 
don’t have the          

support system we do 
here with SSCS, we’re 

very appreciative that 
there are programs 

and support 

Centrepoint also has a new purpose-built space for drop-in group 
and individual assessments for our child development                    
programs.  

And with much appreciated support from Valhalla Pure,                   
Flashed Climbing and Coastal Mountain                                                   
Homes, we were able to install a                                                                                
climbing wall at Centrepoint. 

The climbing wall contributes many skills                                                         
relating to a child’s development                                                                                                                      
including strength and endurance,                                                                   
coordination and motor planning,                                                                                      
bilateral coordination, cognitive and                                                                       
visual skills, problem solving, sensory                                                                                  
processing and confidence building. 

This one piece of equipment will                                                                            
provide us with the opportunity to address goals                                             
of many children in a variety of our programs.  

Photo: Harvey McDonald 

Childhood 
Development 
Reaches New 

Heights 

“ “ 



 

 

Dedicated to Young People 
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Photo: Malaya Larson, Shyanne Scarpino, Megan Pritchard, Caitlin Anderson and Teresa 
Berkholtz Photo by: Haley Lorraine Photography + Design 

Dedicated to Young People 

“ The Youth Centre is  
a social place. It is a 

place to hang out with 
friends and students 

that I work with.  
The out-trips are fun! 

“ 
Our Squamish Youth Resource Centre offers a safe and accessible 
space for youth in Squamish ages 13-24 years old.  

So far in 2018 we have seen an average of 17 youth a day.                 
Higher days have reached upwards of 50 youth in the building, 
and special events like the Annual Skate/                                                       
Bike Jam and International Student BBQ                                                            
see upwards of 100 young people and                                                           
their families showing up to participate.  

Our goal is to continuously listen to what                                                         
youth are asking for and encourage                                                          
them to get involved in providing                                                                           
programming that responds to their                                                         
needs. We are committed to creating a                                                     
space that is free of judgement and                                                                 
focuses on capacity building, skill building                                                    
and relationship building.  



 

 

Dedicated to Young People 
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This past year, we have focused heavily on reaching young peo-
ple in non-traditional ways outside of the walls of our space. We 
have developed an on-going program at Don Ross Middle School 
on Wednesday afternoons, and on average we see 45 youth at-
tend this program.  

We have collaborated with the Squamish Arts Council to offer 
workshops for youth, as well as supported their programs and 
workshops. We work closely with Brennan Park to offer Open Gym 
nights, skating and swim nights for youth.  

Photo by: Alex Fowkes 

Photo by: Erica Sorenson of ES Media 



 

 

Impact Story 
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A Place to  
Call Home 

 
“I had always had a desire to live at Centrepoint. When it first 
opened I was working near Shannon Falls and living close by, but 
my employer moved back to Australia quite suddenly and there 
were no longer vacancies here. Then I met (her), the love of my 
life, who wished to move to Squamish. I had been contemplating 
one last travel adventure but that changed my mind.  
A vacancy here came up quite suddenly and we moved in soon 
after. It is perfect (well, a garden would be nice, but winter is com-
ing) and we cannot thank all the good people enough for helping 
us get here and move in. We have not finished unpacking but you 
could not possibly find two   happier aging children in the Sea to 
Sky Corridor if not the whole province. We cannot escape the                  
notion that all of this was meant to happen.  
Blessings to all who made this possible.”   
 
- New Centrepoint Tenants 
 



 

 

Impact Story 
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New life  
brings new hope 

 
The Healthy Pregnancy Outreach Program is a program for expecting 
mothers and moms with babies up to 6 months of age. The program 
includes weekly gatherings with lunch provided and cooking classes 
to help promote healthy eating during pregnancy and postpartum.  
 
“As a new mom with no family in Squamish, without the Healthy                  
Pregnancy Outreach Program (HPOP) I think I would be feeling                  
anxious, depressed and very isolated. Going to HPOP has given me 
something to look forward to every week and has provided me with a 
much needed and appreciated support system, especially for a new 
mom like myself who questions and may doubt herself at times. I’ve 
been able to meet other moms in the community and even an                   
extended family. As a bonus, HPOP has also been educational for 
me, providing information on a number of topics that hadn’t even 
crossed my mind, such as dental hygiene or sunscreen information. 
HPOP has been an essential resource for me and I honestly don’t 
know where I would be now without it!” 
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Behavioural Support 

Better at Home 

Child Care Resource and Referral ®  

Children's Counselling  

Children’s Preschool-Aged Programs 

Children’s Out-of-School Programs  

Community and Employment  

   Services  

Concussion Support Group 

Early Years Program 

Employment Program of BC 

Family Preservation 

Family Support 

FASD Key Worker Program 

Healthy Pregnancy Outreach 

Homeless Outreach 

Homeless Prevention 

Infant Development Program 

Lifeskills and Community Access 

Mother Goose 

Nobody’s Perfect 

Occupational Therapy 

Pemberton Food Bank 

Physical Therapy  

Respite 

Reuse It Pemberton 

Settlement Services 

Special Needs Children’s Services 

Squamish Youth Resource Centre 

Strengthening Families 

StrongStart ®   

Supported Child Development 

Whistler Parent-Tot   

Women’s Counselling 

Youth Transitioning to Adulthood 
 

Housing services: 

Castle Rock Family Housing 

Centrepoint Apartments  

Homeshare 

Newport House 

Riverstones  

Our programs and services are here for children, 
youth, adults, seniors and families. 

Whistler 

1519 Spring Creek Drive 
Whistler  V0N 1B1                                 
Contact us through our 
Squamish numbers. 

Squamish 

38024 Fourth Avenue 
Box 949                        
Squamish V8B 0A7   
Office Hours: M - F         
8:30am - 5:00pm                                
604 892 5796                            

Pemberton 

1357 Aster Street 
Box 656                          
Pemberton  V0N 2L0 
Office Hours: M - Th 
9:30am - 3:00pm                                  
604 894 6101                                                        

sscs.ca | admin@sscs.ca | facebook.com/sea.to.sky.community.services 
For contact information for specific programs, please visit sscs.ca/contact-us 


